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Queen Elizabeth that the peace would last. The
King had always been averse to the civil war, the
Guises were in disgrace, the favour of the Montmo-
rencys and of the " Politicians " constantly growing.
Petrucci, the Florentine envoy, wrote that the King
was determined at all costs to avoid future conflicts
with the Huguenots. Alava, the Spanish ambassa-
dor, told Philip II. that Catherine was the source of
all evil, although with her usual oaths and tears she
had sworn that her son no longer listened to her
advice.

The Queen-Mother, who had been seeking an es-
tablishment for her third daughter Margaret, believed
that she had reason to complain of Philip II. After
the death of his wife Elizabeth the King in reply to
a proposal that he should marry her sister suggest-
ed that his nephew Sebastian of Portugal would be
a more suitable match for the young lady. Long
negotiations followed. It was believed that the
young King of Portugal, who had romantic visions
of combining the saint and the hero, did not wish to
marry at all; he certainly showed no eagerness to
marry Margaret of Valois. Catherine thought that
Philip II. had not seriously attempted to overcome
his nephew's reluctance, and in her irritation lent a
ready ear to those who suggested that though little
remained of the independent kingdom of Navarre,
yet the head of the House of Bourbon, the heir of
domains which extended from the Pyrenees to far
beyond the Garonne, of the principality of B6arn,
of the duchies of Vencldmc, Beaumont and Albret,
of the counties of Bigorrc, Armagnac, Rouergue,